The Story of British Diplomacy
of this science will find in the minutes of the Con-.ference not only invaluable material, but reason for believing that, in the new period on which it is now entering, diplomacy will increasingly discover opportunities of substituting arbitration for recourse to arms. The collective efforts already made in this direction may be explained in a few concluding words. The Brussels discussion in 1874 prepared the way for the peace conferences of 1899 and 1907. The former was a purely diplomatic agency. Its proposals were made in answer to a popular cry which diplomacy desired to direct. It pretended to no legislative authority. It ruled out the limitation of armaments by sea and land. It did, however, for the first time, promote international arbitration by providing a court. It nominated judges. It indicated \hsmodus operandi generally to be pursued. The 1907 conference had been preceded by no diplomatic preparations. It was above all things popular both in its personal composition and its methods. Its deliberations were conducted generally on the go-as-you-please principle. Thus the imparting of fresh vigour and organisation to diplomacy by the personal work and example of King Edward has almost coincided with a disposition to assert the popular will on international procedure. This tendency was favoured by Mr Chamberlain's diplomatic methods before the Transvaal war. It has expressed itself since in the proposal that popular committees of the various nations superintend the doings of their respective Foreign Offices.